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have not been polluted by the handling of money, and
whose hearts have always been, we may say, strangers to
the cravings of the auri sacra fames; but it cannot be
denied that many among them are insatiable in their lust
for riches, and not unfrequently ask for them.

No Eahan can ever ask for anything; he is allowed to
receive what is spontaneously offered to him. In this
point too the spirit of the rule is frequently done away
with. The recluse will not ask an object he covets (I beg
his pardon for making use of such a term) in direct words 5
but by some indirect means or circuitous ways he will
give significantly to understand that the possession of such
an object is much needed by him, and that the offering of
it would be a source of great merits to the donor. In this
manner he moves the heart of his visitor, and soon kindles
in his breast a desire to present the thing, almost as eager
as his own is to receive it.

Celibacy is strictly enjoined on every professed member
of the society. On the day of his reception he is solemnly
warned by the instructor never to do anything contrary
to that most essential virtue. The founder of the order
and the framer of its statutes has entered, on this subject,
into the most minute details, and prescribed a multitude
of regulations tending to fortify the Rahans in the accom-
plishment of the solemn vow they have made, and to re-
move from them all occasions of sin, even the most distant.
We must give him credit for an uncommon acquaintance
with the weakness of human nature, as well as with the
violence of the fiercest passion of the heart, since he has
laboured so much to strengthen and uphold the former,
and bridle the latter by every means his anxious mind
could devise. He was deeply read in the secrets of the
human heart, and knew well that the surest tactics for
carrying on successfully the warfare between the spirit
and the flesh consist in rather avoiding carefully the
encounter of the enemy, and skilfully manoeuvring at a
distance from him, than in boldly encountering him in
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